Evaluation by partners – OAKE FROM UK
Project Objectives

The immigrant community supported in the UK event deals largely with people from different Kurdish communities in North Iraq, Iran and Syria. Largely these are artists and performers and are also asylum seekers from war torn areas of the world. An important feature of the LAUTC work is highlighted by the observation that although different countries and communities may be at war together the warring behaviour does not necessarily extend to migrants’ presence in their adopted countries.

It is often even the case that strong friendships and marriages occur between otherwise warring and/or antagonistic communities. This process is enhanced by the activities surrounding events such as those being proposed through LAUTC. Both the coming together to decide/.determine events and the actual performance and enhanced participation creates a fertile environment not just to improve intercultural understanding but also to increase friendship and attachment between cultures.

During the focus group stage other tangible benefits of work through projects such as LAUTC emerged. For example,

· Much intercultural interaction occurs ‘naturally’ in arenas to do with food and cooking. Frequently, interactions tend to occur at food shops, restaurants, etc., and ICD happens via exchange of food-based information, advice, culture. General food stores help to create an environment for cross cultural interaction. LAUTC activities will enhance these opportunities.

· Interactions also occur during annual and periodic cultural events that are organised by communities themselves and by local authorities. Again, LAUTC strengthens these processes.



Project Approach
The UK partner followed the procedure outlined by the project and preceding management agreements. Thus, first some desktop research was undertaken (largely through the UK library system) to explore the range and nature of immigrant communities in Manchester. In a city as large as Manchester, and with considerable ‘history’ (particularly in the clothing trade) there has been a wide variety of immigration trends over the past couple of centuries. At the first focus meeting an attempt was made to map these communities from which it was clear that there is a very diverse immigrant community in Manchester, from all parts of the world. Reasons why there was a diversity of immigrant areas in the city included the impact of such factors as:

· Areas where there are good transport links with the City Centre, as well as the transport conduits into the City and other meeting places.

· Areas of cheap and council-based housing that help to create ghetto-like environments. Councils have a responsibility to house immigrants but small budgets.

· Cultural Centres such as libraries and museums.

· Retail food outlets (and culinary cultural areas such as ‘China Town’) that immigrants visit almost daily.

· Areas of new technology opportunities can create stimuli for meetings. E.g. internet & cheap telephone outlets where people accumulate to phone friends/family back home.

· Areas where there are refugee centres.

· Areas with specific work locations. Historically the textile industry in Manchester but currently the Universities with high numbers of overseas mature students with families.

The project methodology then developed from discussion of the nature of immigrant groups towards the nature and practice of intercultural dialogue. The realities of intercultural dialogue were examined further and it was concluded that important cultural, economic and social decisions should be left to communities themselves and not imposed under so called “integration” government and / or local authorities measures. There was further discussion about the major problems caused by local authorities, local people and often local media who often portray migrant / refugee communities’ efforts to practice and maintain their culture as divisive and even a form of separatism. Thus, under the cloak of multiculturalism, the old colonial attitude of a “superior” dominant culture that has to be embraced is still prevalent, which affect migrant communities in their economic, political and cultural development and thereby preventing social inclusion on an equal basis / or towards equality.

Towards the middle of the series of focus meetings it was noted that the initial intention of focus groups being a vehicle to develop material about intercultural dialogue and the nature of immigrant communities was beginning to ‘wear thin’ and so more emphasis was placed on the development of an appropriate festival.

Discussion also followed on the importance of building strength within migrant & refugee communities as a prerequisite to healthy and productive intercultural dialogue.

planning, will be used as we progress to the realisation phase. 

Project Outcomes & Results

The final sets of discussions with the focus groups revolved around the concept of the event and its organisation. It was strongly felt that to increase immigrant involvement in intercultural dialogue, the practice of the last few years has clearly demonstrated the necessity for migrant communities to organise themselves initially according to their own national / regional / cultural / historical identities. At the same time (having built internal strength) liaising and building joint activities with other immigrant and autochthones community / cultural / political organisations from all suitable sectors (voluntary, local authorities, government, etc.) Thus we should not be holding meetings about meetings but meeting to plan activities as appropriate for the advancement and well-being of the communities themselves.
For these reasons the outcome of the series of focus meetings was positively geared towards the development and organisation of a Kurdish festival near Christmas time. This links well in terms of time with other LAUTC partners’ activities. It was concluded that the centre of Manchester was not suitable to organise an intercultural event due to costs, lack of parking & commercialism; a venue near to the centre such as the Worker’s Film Association (WFA) was more suitable since it is used regularly by migrant communities and has been for many years.

The event to be organised (and the focus group has now developed into the organising committee) is a 3-day film festival between Friday 18 and Sunday 20 December 2008.

The focus is on Kurdistan and the Kurd community and artists from other immigrant communities like Sudanese and sections of Kurdish communities not in north Iraq i.e., Iran, Syria, Turkey will be invited. Publicity will be widespread, in both Kurdish and English, and Kurdish food will be served. The programme will also include: film show discussions, exhibition of visual arts, traditional music, folklore dance group, talk / workshop on history & culture, food and bookstall

Partnerships
By their nature, immigrant communities (particularly asylum-seeking immigrants) are often wary of interacting too much with other communities. Particularly coming from war-torn areas of the world, experiences are such as to cause mistrust of people who are not in their central community. By developing working partnerships with other immigrants, and with immigrant support organisations, some of this mistrust can be reduced. At the same time, through partnership, immigrant support organisations are helped in their understanding of the needs of their client groups.

On a European scale these advantages are expanded. Through inter-partner partnership the cultural and other needs of a variety of different immigrant communities can be understood better. Cross cultural collaboration will always greatly enhance mutual understanding and support.
