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Local group meeting report 1 - Palermo

                                       
Projet Grundvig – Learn about us through culture

Date : 11 of june  2008 – 17 :00

Venue :  Centro per lo Sviluppo Creativo Office, Palermo
Subject : Presentation of the participants, the project and of the local context 

Participants : 

Caterina,  Italy

Simona, Italy

Roberta, Italy

Cinzia, Italy

Amedeo, Italy

Sarah, England 

Marco, Italy

Mohamed, Marocco
Raluca, Romania

Carmen, Venezuela

Mamma Africa, Ivory Cost

Jacob, Burkina Faso

Reka, Hungary 

Presentations of the participants :
During the first meeting we presented oneself and each one told something of self and presented to each other their motivations, expectations and fears. It was good to see the high motivation and the curiosity to know themselves. The diversity of all participants (diversity of country, life experience, job) was a very chance to enrich themselves and to know new things relating the Palermo’s situation. 
Presentation of the project :

Cesie’s staff presented the project as well aims, steps asking them their impressions and motivation to take part to this group.  All participants were very motivated because they recognized the necessity to do something to change the mentality in Palermo and to near all communities. 
We decided to share our thoughts and feelings about the local context comparing opinions and ideas of all. 

Presentation of the local context: 

After the long discussion between the participants, we could summarize that the situation in Palermo is characterized by an high percentage of immigrants come from different countries. They are located in different zones of Palermo, constituting in the major part of cases independent communities.

So there is in Palermo an absence of communication between local and immigrant communities; Palermo’s people cohabit with them but they can’t create chance of meeting and knowledge. This condition doesn’t allow an reciprocal enrichment. It’s very strange to see how the both communities often work in places in the same areas but they are not able to communicate and to integrate. 

For this reason there is the necessity to carry on a preparatory work to know better the city of Palermo and the situations of the both communities, thinking about the motivations of this absented communication. 
We thought it’s necessary to think about the places of meeting  of both communities in Palermo to can propose an intercultural event that have a real intention of involving the most part of both communities so they can know themselves and they can do something together because we believe that at the basis of this distance there is an absence of knowledge that feed prejudices and reciprocal fears. 
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Next meeting: 

We decided to deepen the local context helping us through the community mapping in order to have a completely vision of the all communities that live in Palermo and thanks to life tales of the participants to understand their actual level of integration or not integration. 
The next meeting of the  «Community Mapping: reflections and analysis » will be on:

23 of june 2008 at 17 :00 in the Centro per lo Sviluppo Creativo Office, Palermo
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