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Local group meeting report 5 - Manchester

Grundvig project – LAUTC

Date : 20 september 2008 – 2.00 to 6.00 PM
Venue : WFA Media  Culture center – 9 Lucy St, Manchester, M15 4 BX
Subject : First step in the cultural event ideation
Participants : 4 English autochtones from Manchester, 4 Kurdish immigrants (Kurdistant Art & Culture), 1 Sudanese local immigrant and 2 WFA staff ( 1 Belgian, 1 Kurdish)
Discussions:

- The dates for the festival were confirmed as 18th, 19th, 20th December 2008 . It is also confirmed that prior to this Kurdistan Festival, WFA will hold a one month Festival of Palestinian Culture and Films, over 4 Saturdays; this will provide useful link- ages, promotion and build up. 

- KAC will perform between 3.35 and 4.10pm in the outside marquee in the URBIS garden for the Exodua Refugee Community Festival this Sunday, brings friends and families. Last rehearsal for the dance group is next Saturday at Daisy Bank Centre 2.00 to 6.00 as WFA is not available. 

- Regarding the issue of increasing immigrant involvement in inter cultural dialogue, the practice of the last few years has clearly demonstrated the necessity for migrant communities to initially organise themselves according to their own national / regional / cultural / historical identities, while concurrently or when appropriate (having built internal strength) liaising and building joint activities with other immigrant and autochtone community / cultural / political organisations from all suitable sectors (voluntary, local authorities, government etc.) Not holding meetings about meetings but meeting to plan activities as appropriate for the advancement and well being of the communities themselves. 

- A very large number of diverse organisations / associations and LA and government departments are working on these issues trying to bring about change. Key question is change in whose interest? and towards full equality or further stratification, divisions and centralised social control. 

- About organising our cultural event it was felt that to focus on Kurdistan would be a useful point of entry both for the Kurd community whose events are often in Kurdish and for other communities who often know little about them and media misrepresentation (or lack of) does not help. 

We will also invite some artists and performers from another immigrant community like Sudanese as well as sections of Kurdish communities not in north Iraq ie, Iran, Syria, Turkey. Publicity will be wide and in both Kurdish and English and delicious Kurdish food will be served. 

- It has been agreed for the programme to include: film show discussions, exhibition of visual arts, traditional music, folklore dance group, talk / workshop on history & culture, food and bookstall. All these will increase the development of inter cultural understanding. This ‘focus’ group will become an organiser core with support from WFA 

- Regarding location and in reference to the mapping of Manchester we produced at the first meeting, away from but close to the centre is more suitable, with good parking and public transport, and well known premises to migrant communities in a ‘traditional’ inner city early migrant area, also with good & low cost exhibition zone / film theatre / performance area / kitchen facilities. So we choose WFA Media & Cultural Centre.  We will propose and finalise a division of work at our next meeting which will be after the Marseille 
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