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Local group meeting report 4 - Manchester

Grundvig project – LAUTC

Date : 8 of september 2008 – 2.00 to 6.00 PM
Venue : WFA Media  Culture center – 9 Lucy St, Manchester, M15 4 BX
Subject : First step in the cultural event ideation
Participants : 4 English autochtones from Manchester, 4 Kurdish immigrants (Kurdistant Art & Culture), 1 Sudanese local immigrant and 2 WFA staff ( 1 Belgian, 1 Kurdish)
Discussions:

- Our participation in the Exodus / Greater Manchester Refugee Festival is taking great shape and alot of people are involved with food, visual art, music and dance from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afganistan, Kurdistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Zimbabwe, DR Congo, Uganda, Bosnia and more will participate. The process of preparation is as important as the final product of an 8 hour Festival is as important even though it’s much too short for all the effort involved. 

- Maybe this year in August or September we could do a big barbeque like last year in the park which went very well. 

- Wowo and Rosemary with Wowo’s daughter Sukhita attended a commemoration meeting to Madan Lal Dhingra in Birmingham organised by the Indian Workers Association and renewed some good old contacts; there was also talk about organising a joint meeting in Manchester about the so called “new economic zones” which is becoming an international major problem with massive and growing opposition. 

- We find that we are beginning to dry out on the focus group issues, as we covered most in the 3 preparatory meetings and the first official meeting on the 11th August. Also there is much to do and organise. 

- A good discussion followed on the importance of building strength within migrant & refu- gee communities as a prerequisite to intercultural healthy and productive dialogue and that genuine solidarity in action can mainly  be built on the basis of respective strengths - Wowo contributed some points from Ahmed El Hassan on that  key issue, as he could not attend tonight. 

- We also concluded that the centre of Manchester was not suitable for us to organise our intercultural event due to costs, lack of parking & commercialism and that near to the centre, like WFA was more suitable - as used regularly by migrant communities for many years. 

- The WFA 10 day intensive Short Film Production course will run from 1st to 12th September. It is directed at the black and ethnic minority communities and Deaf people. Over 40 people applied for the 15 places. Selection is completed with useful cross section of old and new migrant communities. 

- Next meeting: Sunday 24th August 2008 at WFA 2.00 to 6.00pm
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