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Local group meeting report 3 - Manchester

Grundvig project – LAUTC

Date : 17 of august 2008 – 2.00 to 6.00 PM
Venue : WFA Media  Culture center – 9 Lucy St, Manchester, M15 4 BX
Subject : First step in the cultural event ideation
Participants : 4 English autochtones from Manchester, 4 Kurdish immigrants (Kurdistant Art & Culture), 1 Sudanese local immigrant and 2 WFA staff ( 1 Belgian, 1 Kurdish)
Discussions:

- Attendance was discussed and it was agreed that as we were liaising with each other during the week, it was OK for some not to attend the main meeting. 

- Reporting back about the Marseilles meeting, 9th to 13th September, as 2 members of this group had been invited to attend, Wowo informed Dave Osborne (24th July) that both himself and Amang could not attend due to other commitments that could not be adjusted / next transnational meeting definitely. 

- Further contacts were made with West Indian community leaders who due to summer commitments cannot join in, but will be happy to support a festival at end December. 

- KAC has generated some funding support towards performance and exhibition at the Exodus Festival, 31st December which is good news. 

- As part of the Oxfan film project “regender” about woman’s involvement in local authori- ties planning / consultation processes / and hopefully decision making, WFA has a one day shoot in Oldham and made good new contacts. 

An extensive discussion followed regarding the major problem of local authorities, local people and often local media were portraying migrant / refugee communities efforts to practice and maintain their culture (in the full sense of the term) as divisive and even a form of separatism, and that under the cloak of multiculturalism the old colonial attitude of a “superior” dominant culture that has to be embraced is still prevalent, which affect mi- grant communities in their economic, political and cultural development and thereby pre- venting social inclusion on an equal basis / or towards equality. The issues of assimilation / integration and now inclusion policies have to be examined very closely. To give a wider context to our local problems, Wowo referred to a useful document from the EU Social Agenda, issue No.17 of June 2008 on “Migration: the changing face of Eu- rope”, more specifically Pages 18 & 19 “the challenges of social inclusion” as well as Page 14 “Migration: a challenge and an opportunity” and Page 15 “Common principles for the common immigration policy” which most strangely is “based on a set of common principles and measures organised around three policy pillars: prosperity, solidarity and security” Further info / policies are due out before end of summer 2008; photocopies are attached to these notes for further use. 

- Wowo has asked Dave Oborne for data / stats on Greater Manchester Migrant Communities which we should receive soon. 

Next meeting: Wednesday 20th August at 6.00pm. Bring some snacks.
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