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Local group meeting report 2 - Manchester

Grundvig project – LAUTC

Date : 8 of august 2008 - PM
Venue : WFA Media  Culture center – 9 Lucy St, Manchester, M15 4 BX
Subject : First step in the cultural event ideation
Participants : 4 English autochtones from Manchester, 4 Kurdish immigrants (Kurdistant Art & Culture), 1 Sudanese local immigrant and 2 WFA staff ( 1 Belgian, 1 Kurdish)
Discussions:

Discussion led about
· nature of immigrant groups in Manchester,
· Migrant group locations,
· reasons for dispersal,
· nature and drivers of intercultural dialogue
Much interaction to do with food/cooking/etc.
· Interactions tend to occur at food shops, restaurants, etc., and ICD happens via exchange of food-based information, advice, culture. General food stores help to create an environment for cross cultural interaction. E.g. shops in ‘China Town’ sell all kinds of spices – not just Chinese.
Areas of new technology opportunities can create stimuli for meetings.
· E.g. internet & cheap telephone outlets where people accumulate to phone friends/family back home.
Areas of cheap and council-based housing helps to create ghetto-like environments.
· Councils have a responsibility to house immigrants but small budgets.
Areas where there are refugee centres.
Areas where there are good transport links with the City Centre, as well as the transport conduits into the City and other meeting places.
Cultural Centres such as libraries and museums.
· Also annual cultural events like folk festivals.
Areas with specific work locations.
· Historically the textile industry in Manchester but currently the Universities with high numbers of overseas mature students with families.
Migrant groups often develop ‘Saturday Schools’ for their children to teach them individual religions and cultures that are additional to official school opportunities.
- The group confirmed that audio recording of these meetings was not advisable (even for internal use) due to the sensitive issues often discussed, and the precarious situation of asylum seekers and migrant communities. 

- Further exchanges took place, developing some of the key issues outlined in the morning meeting 

- The realities of intercultural dialogue were examined further and it was agreed that important cultural, economic and social decisions have to be left to communities themselves and not imposed under so called “integration” government and / or local authorities measures. 

- It was agreed that thanks to the previous 3 meetings, this morning’s meeting has provided an excellent basis and agenda for further discussions during the first phase of the LAUCT project, the second phase being the preparation of cultural activities from mid September and the third phase, the 3 day festival project for which we agreed the dates of Friday 18th, Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December 2008 at WFA Media and Cultural Centre. 

- We agreed to meet another 3 times before the EXODUS Refugee Communities Festival 2008, on Sunday 31st August. This year, the Festival will be at the URBIS Centre and gardens in the centre of town. KAC is directly involved in the Festival preparations, and will exhibit Kurdish art and per- form Kurdish traditional dance and music alongside many other refugee communities. 

Last 2 Sunday (3rd and 10th August) dance workshops & meetings at WFA are promising. Due to other commitments it will be difficult for Dave and Dave from OAKE to attend our Sunday meetings but Dave Oborne will help us with collection of data. 

Next meeting is at 2.00 to 6.00 next Sunday, 17th August 2008 at WFA.
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