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Local group meeting report 1 - Frechen
Grundvig project – LAUTC
Date : 08 of august 2008 – 2 PM
Venue : CJD Frechen, Germany
Subject : Community mapping I and II
Participants :

The meeting took place at 2 PM in CJD Frechen Germany. The participants arrived by train and were picked up by the LAUTC staff. Unfortunately three participants were unable to attend due to maladies or other reasons. 

Project presentation

At the commencement of the meeting, the participants were asked to introduce themselves and get to know each other and the LAUTC staff. Subsequently, Michael Weißenfels explained the project in detail to eliminate possible doubts and misinterpretations within the group.
He also described difficulties that arose in the project so far. Difficulties for the LAUTC staff appeared especially in forming the group because the location proposed by the project was not suitable for CJD, Frechen. Some of the participants present were found through Diakonie Köln. Two others were foreign students from the University of Cologne. Thus, the pre-condition that all participants are immigrants from European cities of social focus points in the second generation was not achieved. Forming a group of Autochthons once again was challenging due to a lack of interest and motivation on their part. 

In the following, community mapping I+II was accomplished. Both meetings proposed for this task were combined or performed simultaneously because they were already behind the required schedule. The participants first proposed ideas of places in their community where intercultural meetings could be held. A map was drawn from these proposed places. One map for the immigrants and one for autochthons and staff. Then the drawn places were introduced and explained. Afterwards the proposed items were pinned in three colours. The participants from Düren and Köln, who were both African women and the participant from Frechen could introduce some places of intercultural meeting. 

The African participant from Düren stated that they only met up with other African people. Furthermore, she added that they never met up at people’s homes but at churches or any other public places. The participant explained that it was important not to meet at people's home because although the immigrants supported each other, they were afraid of giving out too much of their privacy and that rumours or problems could be generated.


To the question which resources immigrants have and if they have members in their community they can trust, they explained that there is an official service and counselling offered to immigrants, that wasn't accessed because of language barriers and also fear of the intrusion of other persons into their lives.

The participant from Düren also said that she was considered an “outcast“ amongst the other Africans because she could speak German and most of the immigrants didn't have any motivation to learn German and do not have any regard for them.

The meeting ended with a guidance through the CJD Frechen and afterwards a brainstorming session for the cultural event was conducted. The ideas that came up were very useful and interesting.

Suggestion that were made included:    

· Gospel workshop with a concert

· Talk evening 

· Fashion parade

· African hairdressing

· African games

· Dance 

· Food from different Countries

Finally the meeting was closed with assessing people's interest for the project and finding a date for the next meeting. 

The group will meet again on Friday, 29th of August at 2 p.m. 

The Group composition:

	Name
	First Name
	Place of residence
	Place of Birth

(Country)

	Tika
	Jeanette + Roger
	Düren 
	Congo

	Ndanga
	Juliette
	Cologne
	Cameroon

	Idawani
	Endurance
	Cologne
	Nigeria

	Njoroge
	Betty
	Leverkusen
	Kenya

	Contreras Calla
	Elisabeth
	Bonn
	Peru

	Chekova
	Marina
	Cologne
	Turkmenistan

	Schröder - Meißner
	Carmen
	Frechen
	Germany

	Ratnatunga
	David
	Frechen
	Germany

	N.N.
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