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Local group meeting report 1 - Athens

Grundvig project – LAUTC
Date : 10 of august 2008
Venue : Medsos meeting area, Greece

Subject : Presentation of the group participant and discussion on the migrant situation in Greece.
Participants :
The group is composed of 10 participants. These participants are coming from the following countries: Greece, Albania, Niger and Iran. 
Presentations of the participants :
During the first meeting we presented oneself and each one told something of self and presented to each other their motivations, expectations and fears. It was good to see the high  motivation and the curiosity to know one each other.

Structural games were used to bring the members of the team closer and to help them exchange information. Then team-work with an allocation of tasks within the group as well as group brainstorming discussions and workshops were used for the planning of the festival activities. 
Project presentation

Subsequently, the group responsible explained the project in details through the relevant powerpoint and presented the following roadmap of activities that will be realized by the group. She also presented the relevance of this project for Greek context.
After the announcement of the project to the communities, some of their representatives met with Medsos staff, learning more about the notions of intercultural dialogue and in what context it may be used in integrating 2nd generation immigrants in our community in Athens.

The initial stages of the project brought together a broad spectrum of participants which had not come in such close contact before. Citizens coming from the immigrant communities got involved in the artistic part of the project and felt they would be able to produce work that may have an impact in a larger scale and to many other communities.

Athens is a vast city where people from different communities, especially immigrant and “Greeks” rarely communicate, so this has been a chance for both sides to come closer to each other. Additionally, many immigrants, especially youngsters have felt more “useful” able to contribute to the society. And many artists coming from an immigrant background have welcome the idea of creating and presenting their art for the broader public.

The group decided to stop the meeting at this point as a lot of information has been shared.

The group planned the time of the next meeting.
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